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OBSERVATIONS 


ON 


Dr. Freind's HIS TOR 


„ 
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> HY SIC 


JOttor - Freind's principal Scheme 
7 15 in writing his Hiſtory of Phy ſick, 
270 D was, to repreſent himſelf firſt, and, 
p Ie, after him, Doctor Mead, as the 
Ip only Phyſicians at this Time, in 
London Eſpecially: As for Hiſtory, that is 
made ſubſervient to the mention'd Deſign ; and, 
indeed, that Part of the Performance is very 
imperfect and ſuperficial, he ſeeming equally 
to contrive how to corrupt the Hiſtory of 
WPhyſick, and to abuſe Men by a corrupted 
Hiſtory. Did I propoſe to examine the Book, 
it might be made very manifeſt, that he was 
Wittle acquainted with his Authors, and leſs in 
what they excelled : His great Unhappineſs is 
moſt commonly to propoſe their Ertors, or 
their weakeſt Performances, to our * ; 
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poſes to dignify his Partner is very doubtful, 
and it's Time only can inform us. At preſent 


S = 1: 


, fo that the Miſtake ſhould not- be great, if 
' afficm'd, that his End ſeems to be a Banter o 
the Ancient, as well as our own, Phyſicians 
All theſe his Talents will ſufficiently appear i 
the following Examination of that Part of thi 
Book, which at preſent falls under our Con 
fideration. 


But that we may more calily fall in 
with his Method, we muſt obſerve, that the 
Doctor's Partner is till under Conviction, eve 
ſince his Work about the Plague, and his A: 
thods of preventing its taking a ſtep hither from 
France; which deadly Shaft muſt, in thei 
Opinion, be pull'd out of his gaull'd Side, be te 
fore he can ſet him up for an Author, or : C 
great Phyſician. On this Account we haveſtS' 
ſhort Flings here and there about Kaye or Cat 
#s, whole Ghoſt we remember frightned 
Mead, and told odd Stories about the Party 
Indecd honeſt Cams, who was certainly a 
greater Phyſician than Linacre, is now in Dil 
grace, and has no other Merit than his having 
"writ the Tomb. ſtone Inſcription of the laſt ; 
notwithſtanding of the Latin Compliments o 
him, on the commemoratory Speech of the 
College. Whether the Hiſtorian truly pro- 


we are ſure, that the Defence in the Hiſtory is 
ſo weak, that we may charitably belicye his 
Friend to be given up; ſo that we may here. 
after caſt our Eyes upon one Hero only, "I 


k. 
when two are mention'd, 1 


CSS” - 


roi All this working would till fall ſhort of 


ane Purpole, if two Things were left undone: 
r inf] he firſt, is, the Ruine of the Characters, and 
thEſteem, of all other their Contemporary Phy- 
on cians; for they are ſo ſenſible of their own 
erits, that the Character of the Aſſociates 
uſt wither, if a Phyſician of common Know- 
Wedge, or of common Honeſty, was ſuppoſed 
Fo exiſt at the ſame Time. For this End, the 
World is deſired to believe, that all other Phy- 
ſicians have ſo abridg'd the Art of Phyſick, that, 
in Oppoſition to Hzppocrates's firſt Aphoriſin, 
it is become very ſhort; and as for the Ma. 
teria Medica, that is reduced to a very narrow 
Compaſs; a very conciſe Account of the 
greateſt Number of his Brethren. This Notion 
is often impreſſed upon his Readers, who hear 
nothing in every Page, but inſolent Expreſſi- 
ons to that Purpoſe. 


Our Author adviſes theſe abuſed Phyſicians 
to have recourſe to Empiricks who have a 
Noſtrum ; though he foully mi(repreſents theſe 


Medicine: By this laſt Stroke ſome of the 
beſt Phyſicians are comprehended. But if any 
Phyſician cannot be comprized in theſe two 
| Claſſes, the Book every where abounds with 
odious Characters, and Pictures of Men, which 
ate privately explained by the Creatures of the 
Party, or ate left to be fitted to as many Phy- 

| B 2 ſticians 
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[4] 
ſicians as the Invention of the moſt ſcandalou 
can apply at Diſcretion. 


This is the Treatment of Phyſicians by the 
Men of pretended Virtue, Knowledge, and 
Religion: Yet, there is ſtill ſomething wanted 
to render their Method of Calumny fucceſsfy] 
and that is, the Credulity of the People; fo 
what could Volumes of Scandal produce, il 
Men did not believe? So that the Opinion 
thoſe Gentlemen have of Mankind is fully as ill 
as that they have given of Phyſicians : For, ii 
Men are ſo weak as to believe, and ſo willing 
as to receive, the greateſt Calumnies; ſurcly 
all Senſe, and good Nature, muſt firſt be ſup. 
poſed to have forſaken them; which is the 
worſt Thing, I think, can be ſaid of the molt 

nerated Part of Humane Kind; yet, with- 
out this Suppoſition, they could not have the 
Aſſurance to publiſh this Hiſtory, What Opi 
nion the Hiſtorian has of Men, may be collect 
ed, both from a Picture (as I gueſs he make: 
for a worthy Phyſician, at this Time, undcrÞ6 
the Hiſtory of Gadaz/gen) and his common 
Boldneſt of putting his Aſſertions upon Men, 
for ſolid Arguments. * ohm Gadde ſaen, we arc 
told, was ſagarious enough to ſee through the 
Poibles of Fiuman Mature; he could form 4 
good Judgment, how far Mankind could be in. 
poſed upon; and never fail to make his Ad 
—_— of their n. | ; 
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Defiance of Hiſtory and Demonſtration ; but 


| the peculiar and diſtinctive Mark of a 


(5 ] 


Our Hiſtorian is, without doubt, perſuaded 
that Men are ready to ſuck in every Declarati- 
on of his as an Infallible Truth; and, on that 


as I have altogether another Opinion of Men, 
and believing that they are not ſunk under fo 


ff great Stupidity, ſo I now reſolve to appeal to 


the Senſe of Mankind againſt ſome falſe Repre- 
ſentations in the Phyſick-Hiſtory. 


It will not be expected, I hope, that I ſhould 
clear up the ſcandalous Characters of Phy ſici- 
ans, given in a very great abundance: that Task 


| muſt prove as infamous as the Hiſtory ; whole 


Leaves in many Parts of the Book being wholly 
filled with Aſperſions on ſome Phyſician, or 
other. But as many are affected with the 


Miſtepreſentation of the ancient and belt Phy- 


ſicians never having a NVoſtrum, or ſecret Me- 
dicine ; and that the having a Waſtrum ry 
uack ; 
I ſhall firſt examine the Truth of this Affirma- 
tion ; and thereafter I will make it appear, that 
the baſe and ignorant Practices of Phyſicians 
are not ſo much the Subjects of our Author's 
Chaſtiſements, as the belt Phyſicians and their 
moſt laudable Peformances are the Objects of 
his Envy and Calumny. 


For, in the ſecond Place, we find a new 
Method of Cure, by an uſeful Ointment, fierce- 


ly 


[6 | 


ly attack'd, leſt any Honour ſhould redound 
to its Inventor. An Author of a much more 
ancient Ara has the Compliment of the In. 
vention : The great Concern of the Man of 
Piety and Virtue (the Title he often affects) be- na 


ing to repreſent his contemporary Phyſician af- 
ter the worſt manner. This Argument is not He 
taken from any Pictures, but from a Book, and ,, 
is fairly alledged, as a Proof againſt the un- 
candid Dealings in the Hiſtory. 


But, thirdiy, his Anger we find always grows 
hotter and more violent, in Proportion to the 
Merit, or Goodneſs of the Thing he propoſes t 
to deſtroy : Thus we find more of his Skill : 
and Oratory employed againſt one Sheet of 1 
printed Paper, than is beſtowed upon any other 
Subject. The great Eſteem of Fohn Gadaeſ- 
dens ſacceſsful Practice, and the Rank he held 
at Court, do not provoke him into more in- 
decent Expreſſions, and Arts of Legerdemain, 
than the mentioned ſmall Paper. 


Now when theſe Articles are duly examin- 
ed, we may find that neither Mead, nor 
Freind himſelf, can have any Title to the Cha- 
racter of the ſecond Phyſician, that ever was 
in England, whoſoever may be the firſt ; and i 
that ſo plainly, that their moſt credulous Ad- 
mirers muſt be aſham'd to affirm their Claim, 
againſt the moſt obvious Reaſons. Let the 
vain and empty Aſſertions have their juſt effect, 
and their ſwoln Author muſt quickly dwindle 
into his natural Size. The 


ne. 

The Firſt of the fore-mentioned Aſſertions, 
iz. That ancient Phyſicians never had a No- 
rum, Or a ſecret Medicine, is as falſe, as the 
"Mhaving a Noſtrum is the diſtindtive Mark of an 
Empirick, is ſcandalous ; becauſe Phyſicians of 
every Sect had their Neſtrum, both Rational 
and Empiricks ; and that from ancient Times 
down to this Day. Great and weighty Rea- 
ſons may be aſligned for this ancient Cuſtom 
of Phyſicians having ſecret Medicines; nor 
WSJ was it ever, I am ſure, any Ground of Ca- 
he lumny, but from the worſt of their Brethren, 
es that either hated Men, or envy'd Inventors, 
ill and that are always ready to make uſe of the 
of ¶ Invention, while they ſlander the Inventor. 


7 In Reaſon, every Man muſt think it natural 
d for a Perſon to enjoy the Fruits of a Diſcovery, 
that has been the Produce of the Study and 
1, Experience of many Years; and the beſt-na- 
tured Men, who have truly at Heart the Good 
of others, are, in my Opinion, miſtaken, when 
they think ſuch Diſcoveries would very much 
tend to the Good of the World. Let them 
- FF conſult Experience of what we know about 
= 7eſuits- Powder, and we ſhall find, that the 
greateſt Good has not been done by it, becauſe 
its greater Character for Infallibility has often 
put its Adminiſtration into wrong Hands; 
and if many Medicines were communicated 
of equal Efficacy for other Diſeaſes, the natu- 
ral Conſequence, I think, would be, firſt, the 
| 8 * Ruin 
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Ruin of Phyſick, and aftcrwards the Loſs of {M'® 
theſe excellent Medicines themſelyves. On both 
which Conſiderations, the preſerving Inven- 
tions, as Secrets, is not only every Man's |?" 
Right, but is alſo highly conducing to the “ 
Honour and Preſervation of Phyſick, the greateſt 
Bleſſing that can happen to Men. 


Freind agrees with me, in ſome meaſure, 
when he ſpeaks of the * Abuſes of the. Pra- 
Qice of the Bark; but his Views are mean and | 
ſelfiſh, as they always are when he inſinuates MP” 
Conditions of a better Practice, he would have IK 
us believe peculiar to himſelf ; whereas if we 
either conſult the making Tinctures of it with Ic 
Spau- Mater, or an Attempt of repreſenting it tl 
as uſeleſs, inſtead of ſhewing the proper Cir- Þ 
cumſtances of giving it, we find his Def ign ſquints 
too much upon the diſcouraging it altogether ; 
eſpecially if we remember the miſerable Pra- 
ice attempted for a Subſtitution; a mere 
Project, and what the French call, Medicines 
pour vuider les Sacs, and fit only for Quacks. 


Many weighty Reaſons might be brought 
to juſtify the Cuſtoms of ancient and modern 
Phyſicians having Secrets. I ſhall not ſay 
any Thing of the firſt, intending to make uſe 
of the Examples and Authorities alledged by 

Doctor Freind againſt their having Secrets, to 


Page 78. Vol. I. 
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of Nrove that they had. As for the Moderns, we 
th Mannot open any Book of any Character, of 
-n. Nhat ſoever Sect, but we find the Practice of 
n's @aving a Noſtrum. Septalius, Sennertus, Heur- 
he ius, Riverius, &c. Phyſicians of good Eſteem 


within theſe two Hundred Years, have their 
{rcana carefully collected by other Phyſicians, 


e, hem. | 
A- 
d Goddard's Drops are ſtill a Secret among 


Wurlelves ; yet they were prepared, and ſold, by 
E Preſident of the Royal College of Phyſicians, 
In London: Doctor Sydenham, one of the moſt 
learned Emprricks in any Age, long conceal'd 
the Compoſition of his liquid Laudanum. 


5 
35 
& 


Our preſent Preſident, a Perſon of an cxten- 
five and ſucceſsful Practice, knows nothing de- 
. togating from the Honour of the Faculty, in 
e having a ſecret Medicine. His Majeſty's firſt 
Phyſician has his Secret; and Doctor Cock- 
burn, a moſt rational Phyſician, has always 


Arcanum. 


Neither is this Cuſtom confined to our Iſland; 
for the moſt learned Phyſicians abroad, keep 
up to the reaſonable Prad ice of former Times, 
in having Secrets. The famous Profeſſor 


for making the Small Por come forth fa- 
Vourably. Ni 
25 8 After 


ithout any Reproach for their having had 
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vindicated this antient Practice; and has an 


Hoerhaaue has many, one more particularly 
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After all, Doctor Radcliſf had many ſecte 
Medicines, if we may belicve the Phy ſicia ect 
who aſſured his Executors of his having the 
or elſe they had not told the Wotld ſo. It i 
true, he was an Zmpirick, yet he was no ordi 
nary Perſon, Vir non Medtocris, in the Lan 
guage of Celſus, ſpeaking of that Sect. But i 
He had no Secrets, ' we all know who is a pro 
feſſed Quack, for abuſing Mankind with wha 
they have not. 


How then could our Hiſtorian hope to find, 
either his contemporary Phyſicians ſo ignorant, 
or his Country men ſo credulous, as to be perſuad- 
ed, by a bold Aſſertion, that ancient Phy ſicians 
had no Secrets, or that Secrets were a ſure Mark 
of an Hmpirict, or Quack, as he farther would 
have us believe | 


Me muſt own, that he pretends to be Learn. 
ed on this Head, and to prove the foremen- 
tion'd Paradox from Phyſick Books; and it 


ſhall be our Buſineſs to receive what he al- 


d 
ledges: But, it may be very proper to inform II 
a common Reader, that an Empirick, among 
Phyſicians, is not what he makes it ſignify, and 
to anſwer to our word Quack, or the Charla- | 
tan of the French: Theſe arc common in all 


Profeſſions, as well as in Phyſick ; and 1 wiſh 


the preſent Undertaking of our Hiſtorian, 
does not bring it under ſome Suſpicion of 
Quackery. : 
TOMEL Among 


: $93 7] 


Among Phyſicians, the Empiricks were a 
ct that alledged, Experience, and Ohſerusa- 
on, was the Whole of Phyſick, with which 


c 
t Neaſoning has very little to do, Nature being 
rdifÞo deep for our Inquirics, and Anatom) of 


ery little Uſe : They contented themſelves 
ith evident Cauſes of Diſcaſes, whether, viz. 
eat, or Cold, Pampering, or Want, Fa- 
gue, &c. occaſioned Diſtempers, and were fa- 
isfied to apply ſuch Remcdics as Experience 


ad taught them to be uſeful, on the like for- 


ad ner Occaſions; affirming, that Medicines cured 
nt, iſeaſes, and not Speeches; inſomuch, that a 
ad. umb Man, acquaintcd with Obſervations, 


e hould prove a greatcr Phyſician, than the moſt 
rk Wloqucnt Perlon who has not Experience. 
da Now, whatever may be the Defect of the Em. 
piricks, yet they nothing reſemble Quacks, who 

ave neither any Knowledge of Diſeaſes, nor 
n- MExpericnce of Medicines for curing them. 


it It is not caly to imagine how this Blunder 
1- dropp'd into the late Hiſtory of Phylick. Did 
n (not its Author know the moſt general Sects of 
o Phyſicians? or, did he purpoſely miſrepreſent 
d tem! But to what purpoſe could he imagine 
;- his Adverſaries ſo ignorant, as not to diſcover 
his foul Play? or ſo tame, as not to dare to 
1 I fer Things right? Did not he rather know the 
Power of ſome Words among the Credulous, 
and that a Noſtrum, and a Quack, were two 
pretty ſhort Words for throwing an Odium 

a -C2 upon 
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upon an Enemy; eſpecially, when they at 
pretended to be ſupported by Learning, ani 
great Reading? In Effect, his Attempt is di 
ring; and therefore, having thus apprized mi 
Reader with the common Meaning of thi 
Word Empirick, we proceed to hear his Re: 
ſons for a Phyſician being a Quacł, becaule ht 
has a Noſtrum, or a Medicine, he reſerves a 
a Secret; for we have already heard, that Phy 
ſicians, both of the Rational and Empirick Sed 


11 


We are told, That AE Tlus * collected it 
Multitude of Receipts, particularly thoſe, which 
had been much celebrated or uſed as Nos rRU 
by their Inventors. Some of theſe he ſeems t 
mention with no other Deſign, than to expo, 
them, and to let us ſee the extravagant Rat 
People were induced to pay for them. A little 
further, we are aſſured, that He (Atius) give 
them no Character himſelf, nor recommend 
them from his own Experience, as he does, ver 
deſervedly, the PhiLoNIUN; which we arc 
deſired to ſuppoſe never to have been a 


Noſtrum. 


But that we may not entertain any Doubt 
of Freind's Honeſty in this Relation, he aſſure 
us, That this was the Practice of the Antients, 
and ought to be a perpetual Model for their 


—_—S. — 
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ucceſſors, who would imitate them tither in 
heir KNOWLEDGE or VIRTUE. + ? 


From the firſt View of this Account, ſo ſo- 
lemnly introduced, it is obvious, that the Cauſe 
is given up ; becauſe, it is granted that the An- 
tients had Noſtrums, though they are not al- 
low'd to have. had Secrets, which are ſynony- 
mous Terms. Beſides, if Hetius mentions ſome 
of theſe Noſtrums, with a Deſign to expoſe 
them, which is more than can be proved, the 
reſt were ſurely eſtcem'd by him; or why 
ſhould he mention them at all? Was it agree- 
able to a Man of his Learning and Curioſity, 
who has collected many excellent Preſcriptions 
of his Predeceſſors, to have filled up a Book 
with Receipts, and to no other Purpoſe, than 
to rell us, that they are good for nothing ? 
Who then imitate the Ancients in their Know- 
ledge, Vertue, and Prudence? They that fol- 
low their Steps in inventing excellent Medi- 
cines, and in keeping Secrets if they pleaſe ; 
or they that would deſtroy all Knowledge, un- 
der a Mask of Yertue ? 


We may likewiſe obſerve, that Doctor 
abi Fremd's Quacks are ſuch as no body elſe knew, 
res and if they were ſo good at inventing Medi- 
cines, that they drew the Attention of Men 
upon them by their Efficacy, we are in mighty 
want of ſuch at this Time, when the Materia 
Medica has pined away in Covent. Garden. 


* | | To 


- 


recommends them from 'his own Experience, 


* 
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To proceed farther, it is demanded, How” 
Aetius has expoſed theſe Noſtrums? The In- 
ſtance given in the Hiſtory does not rife ſo high, 
Is the Colical Antidote of Nicoſtratus expoſed, 
by bearing the Name Jſotheos? This could not 
offend Aetius, and could not be any Reaſon 
for him to expoſe it for being a .Noſtrum. Ii 
it had been irreligious to have dignity'd theſe MW 
Medicines with that Name, yet there is no Ob. 
jection againſt the Medicine for being a Secret. 
Neither Aetius, nor Freind, can except againſt 
the Name, though this virtuous Perſon, in 
great Humility, calls it preſumptuous; though 
that ſignifies no more than God like, and is 
not more preſumptuous than *Divme Freind 
himſelf attributes to Opium. Thus we find I/6- 
theos often taken in that Senſe in Homer, when 
he deſcribes any extraordinary Quality in Men, 
or in Things; and the Meaning is no more, 
than that this Antidote of Nzco/tratus was very 
powerful and effeQtual, and was a God-like 
Medicine in Caſes of the. Colick. We find 
not ſo much as a Complaint of the too dear 
Purchaſe of this Medicine. They that propoſe 
Gabriel the Empirick for our Imitation, and that 
give nothing but vain empty Words, ought not 
to complain of any Sales of that Kind, 


What is afterwards ſaid of Noſtrums, having 
no Character from Aetius, and that he never 


as he deſervedly does the Philonium, is abſo- 
| 85 e 8 lutely 
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ately falfe. For ſpeaking of ſome Medicines 
or the Eyes, he very highly recommends and 
ols the Theodotium of Severus. * It is, ſays 
Aetius, found to be more commodious than all 
"he forementioned Medicines. Again, So great 
's the Efficacy of this Medicine, that Words 


amot expreſs it. They that hear of its 
Power can hardly believe it To ſum up 
all — Fhen this Collyrium has been admint- 
Vred in the beginning of the Diſtemper, and 
as been apply dh lh on the Eye with a Spunge, 
its Efficacy has = uickly been 2 by relieving the 
ik from the Violence of — Diſeaſe. Can 


ph any Remedy come better recommended upon 
e Experience of any Phyſician than this T Heo- 
6 lotium of Severus is by Aetins £ we cannot 


then but wonder, why we are told, that none 
of theſe Noſtrums are recommended upon the 
particular Experience of Aetius. Is there any 
Thing in the Account before us, to juſtify 
4 what Preind ſays, That this bare Recital was 
ſufficient to ſhew the Knavery of thoſe who 
fold the Noſtrums, and the fooliſh Credulity 
p of thoſe who bought them? But as nothing 
or this appears in all this Hiſtory, the Author 
makes uſe of the great Stock of Credulity he 
finds among People, and plays his Legerde- 
main about univerſal Medicines, which is 
de dtzwing them as cunningly from the preſent 
5 Subject, as Secret Medicines differ from Uni- 


EIT 


* Tetrabib. 3. Serm, III. Cap. 113. 
| ver ſal; 
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verſal; and that Difference is widely great; 
ſo much, as to bring the Virtue of our Hi. 
ſtorian more into Doubt than his Knowledge, 


Fireind ſhould have turned to that Part of 
Aetius, where we may find the Philonium re- 
commended as it is repreſented to be. We 
arc ſenſible there is no Fault found with No. 
trums, and the Theodotium has as ample Prai- 
ſes as any other Medicine can have, whatever is 
alledged to the contrary in this Hiſtory, But 
why does the Philonium deſerve all this En- 
comium ? Will the Doctor pretend to ſay that 
it was not a Noſirum ? Nay, that (in his mo- 
diſh Language) it docs not reſemble a Quack's 
Bill, not only becauſe it cures thirty, but even 
more than thirty Diſtempers. This Gentleman 
may ſolemnly athrm, that there is no Medicine 
that can be compared with it, for its excellent 
Virtues : Yet I ſhall now prove, that the Philo. 
mum was the beſt concealed and the longeſt 
concealed Noſtrum of the Number ; as alſo, that 
it was invented by a Ratzonal Phyſician, One 
not of the Empirick Set; tho' that had not 
been any Diſparagement to it, as every Body 
muſt confeſs, after they have been told the 
Nature of that SeCt ; induſtriouſly miſrepre- 
ſented by the Hiſtorian to ſerve the preſent 
Turn. If this is proved, every Body mult 
acknowledge, that Noſfrums were common 
among the Ancients, that a Noſtrum might 
cure ſeveral Diſtempers, and that Noſtrums 
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ave been invented, and even concealed by 
ational Phyſicians. | 


Galen, writing about Medicines that caſe 
Pain, are Anodyne, and that are good againſt 
the Co/zck, informs us, That the Philonium 
had been in very great Eſteem for a very long 
Time; as alſo, that this Medicine was among 
the moſt uſeful, as well as the moſt ancient of 
the Kind. By the Kind, we are to underſtand 
the Antidotes, as the Mrithridate, and the ſimple 
Hiera ; and though it may not altogether be 
more ancient that the firſt of theſe, it is cer- 
tainly contemporary with it: So that, by the 
bye, we find the Philonium is ranged with the 
Mihridate, and is, in the Account of the Hi- 
ſtorian, a Quack's Bill: So carefully does he 
guard his admirable Philonium. Nay, this 
Wonder of a Medicine is a Catholicon too, 
ſomewhat like Mithridate, and cures about 
thirty other Diſtempers ; a ſure Mark of 
Quackery, a rare Character of his favourite 
Compoſition, and a wonderful Defence of it 
againſt its being a Noſtrum. 


We do not deſire to impoſe upon credu- 
lous Men; fo let the Queſtion be determined 
by Galen himſelf, * who tells us, That Philo 
gave it in Greek Elegiacks ; wherein the Medi- 
cine is firſt introduced, ſetting forth its own 
Virtues, and next adds its Compoſition. | 


* Need ourOiocaer Sp, Tar R Times. Bin. 0 


D Philo 


BE 


Philo did-firſt my ſovereign Power impart: K 
Philo, great Maſter of the Healing Art. to 
From Tarſus ſprung, I conquer numerous Ills, C 
NA hate er the Colon, or the Liver feels. N 
IT Gravel ſtop the Reins, the Stone moleſt, i 
Convulſions torture, or Conſumptions waſte, 
The Spleen tale various Shapes, or Aſthma 
ſeize the Breaſt. in 


Each dangerous Symptom yields the Victory, 
And the great Slayer, Death, is Hain by Me. 
The labouring Bowels, when with Pains attach; 
The Limbs without with cruel Tortures rack'd. 
The Cough, the Sobbing, and tichling Rheums 
| no leſs, ; 

The ſtrangled Matrice my vaſt Power confeſs. 
A mighty Treaſure to the Learn d and Wiſe 
He left: But dull and ſtupid Men I do deſpiſe. 


Blood ſpit, or vomited, the Pleuriſy, + | 


Does not this Gentleman mo? ſolemnly af- 
firm, that the Philonium exceeds all Prailcs, 
for its excellent Virtues ; yet, in his large Way 
of talking, it muſt be accounted a Quack's- 
Bill, for curing more than thirty Diſeaſes, and 
for even conquering Death itſelf. Every Man 
then muſt wonder what little Views of pri- 
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vate Intereſt could bring an Argument upon 
the Stage, that either brings the Virtue or 
Knowledge of the Perſon that advances it, in- 
to Queſtion. Nothing leſs than his profeſſed 
Contempt for the Ignorance of his Contem- 
porary Phyſicians, and of the Credulity of all 
Ranks of People, could have induced him to 
cdrike ſo bold a Stroke as this Account is con- 
cerning Philonium. 


4 The Unhappineſs, if poſſible, is ſtill greater 
in advancing that Philo never made his Medi- 
cine a Secret; for if our Hiſtorian had thought 
ſo, or that any One beſides himſelf had been 
in that Secret, he never could have ventured to 
have proclaimed the Praiſes of the divine Phi- 
lonium for its not having been a Secret. And 
as the Compoſit ion is ſuppoſed to be ſo very 
d. plain, I will render it in Zng/:ſh from Galen; 
ns becauſe every Phy ſician, and every Apothecary, 
who reads it, can eaſily explain the Mythology 
that concealed it for T wo hundred Years, from 
common Eyes; as Men commonly believe. 


- 
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Take of the yellow and fragrant Hair of a 
Touth, whoſe Blood is ſtill ſhed in the 
Fields of Mercury: Weigh it prudently 
according to the humane Senſes ; then add 
a Drachm of Eubocan Nauplium 3; as 
much of the Murderer of the Son of 
Menetius, which is kept in a Sheep's | 
' Stomach. Add twenty Drachms of 
white Flame, and as much of the Beans 
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of the Hogs of Arcadia; with a Drachn 
of a Plant that is erroneouſly called i 
Root, and that comes from a Country fa. 
mous for the Jupiter of Piſſeum. Mit. 
Pium, and add the Greek Article of the 
Maſculine Gender to the beginning of the 
Word. Take ten Drachms of the laſi 
Drug, and mix all theſe well with the 


or of the Daughters of the Bull of 
Athens. 


This was the State of the Philonium ; 4 In 
Medicine never enough to be commended, in ¶ © 
being a Secret ; and I now appeal to every ih ® 
Thing of the Faculty, whether the Receipt in © 
our Djſpenſatories is not plainer than that I h 
left by P/z/o; nay, whether any one of the I 
Faculty can give the Senſe of it, immediately Il 
afrer their reading it here. 


But this Medicine was not only a Noſtrum, 
but it was invented by a Rational Phyſician, 
not an Empirick: He was a Dogmatick by 
Sea, and he left it a Treaſure to faithful 
Friends, never to be communicated to ſtupid 
| Nothing-Men, Abridgers not only of the Ma. 
teria Medica, but to whom every Thing in 
Phyſick is a Secret ; and as Philo was not an 
Empirick, far leſs was he a Quack. I hope 
this Diſcovery will not put our Hiſtorian out 
of Humour with a Medicine he thinks, at 
preſent, exceeds all our Praiſes. And there- 
fore, J advife all the paſſionate Admirers of the 
Learning; 
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In] Learning, Knowledge, and Vittue of our 


Author, to ſuſpend their Judgments; till they 
ſee how firm their Friend may be about Em- 
piricks, and Noſtrums ; for- there is a great 
Occaſion for a Change in Opinions about 
th theſe Matters. 


It is urpelbihe; that the Praiſes of the Phi- 
mum ſhould be turn'd upon its never having 
been a Secret, when it was moſt deeply ſhut 
up in Mythology, for Two Hundred Years : 
2 indeed it is more ſurprizing, that it was not 
in either loſt, or diſcover'd; in all that Time; 
ry © put why our pretended Follower of the An- 
in cients, in their Knowledge and Virtue, ſhould 
at hazard his Title to one, or both, of theſe, 
he will ſtun the Credulity of the moſt credulous 
ly I Lady of his Party. It would prove the greateſt 
Offence to ſuſpect, that the Doctor had never 
read Galen, who, I think, firſt unriddled the 
1, Noftrum ; and it muſt offend him ſtill more 
n, to alledge, that he had never read Doctor -/z 
y Clerk's Hiſtory of Phi, which he often 
11 F commends, and as often condemns, juſt as that 
d Author happens to be in Favour; yet, as the 
. firſt mentions the Compoſition of the Philo- 


mum, and clears it up from the Cloud of Fa- 


n ble ; and the ſecond gives us an Account of 
this Medicine in the Life of Philo, referring 
us to Galen for a more particular Account of 
it, it muſt try the greateſt Credulity to believe 
that Doctor Freind had ever read thaſe Au- 


thors ; and thus his — L muſt have been 
+ queſtion'd ; 
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[ 22 | | 
queſtion'd ; or if he has read them, what Salvo 
will be provided for his Virtue? Nothing, 
but the worſt Opinion of the ſtupid Credulity 
of Men, or a full Peſwaſion of. the groſs Igno 
rance of his Brethren, could give him Hope 
of concealing this Secret; and, indeed, both 
of them are abſolutely neceſſary, in order to 
our believing that our Author knew what Ga. | 
len and le Clerk writ, or that he was not {fl 
mad as to throw Scandal upon ſome of the 
beſt Phyſicians in every Age, under the Pre. 
tence of their having a Noſtrum, or a Secret 
Medicine: But, I leave this Obſervation with 
my Reader. 


Whatever may become of Knowledge, and 
Viriue, 1 hope this humble (not preſumptuous) 
Phyſician, who ſits upon Life and Death, as he 
elſewhere tells us Phyſicians do, will not, herc- 
after, ſuffer his moſt credulous Friends to Bleed 
for want of a Noſirum, for their firmly be- 
lieying that a Secret is Quackery : This would 

be a very hard Return for their Belief. 


It is plain, that he Foibles of Human Na. 
ture are the great Support of all this Hiſtory ; 
and it is as plain, that the Superſtructure is in 
Bulk, and Weight, prodigious; ſo that if he 
has form d a good Fudgment of Men, and that 
they may ſo far be impoſed upon, as to make 
all theſe Advantages of their Credulity, it 
muſt prove the moſt wonderful Thing in Na- 
ture, and truly promiſes Succeſs in any other 

HY Ea —© 
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\ttempts. We have had an Inſtance of an Ad- 


ance in that Way (for his Trial of Credulity 
in Matters of Phyſick, and Phyſick-Hiſtory, 


J does not affect many) by a farther Progreſs 
th made for an Experiment in a late Piece of 


Hiſtory, and the Subject of much Argument, 
and Converſation of late among ourſelves, 
o vhich will not make a diſagreeable Digreſſion, 
hein this new Philoſophy, to conſider it. 


In Mead s Book of the Plague, a true Image 
th of theſe Authors, who promiſe much, but 

truſt more to their Officers than their Argu- 

ments, the Words Infection, and Contagion, 
14 I vere miſerably perverted from their genuine 
Senſe, as they are underſtood among Phy ſici- 
de ans; for which he then ſuffer'd due Correcti- 
on, though now there is a pretended Defence 
In the Hiſtory of Phyſick, as odd, and that re- 
quires as much Credulity for its being ad- 
emitted, as moſt Things in the Performance. 

* It has been, indeed, a Faſhion of late to deny, 

That there is any Contagion at all in Diſtem- 
. Pers, even in that which is ſo terrible, chiefiy 
upon this very Account, the Plague. It had 
been but right for the Hiſtorian to have in- 
« | form'd us among whom this Faſhion prevaild : 
For my Part, I do not know of any Author 
- | who denics ſome Diſeaſes to be contagious ; 
but what does this Argument import, to ſhew 


—— 
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that. Infection and Contagion are ſynony mou 
Terms and if they are not ſo among Phyſ. 
cians (as they certainly are not) his Friend is 
not defended, but the Obſervation of the Cor: 
ruption of Phyſick Language ſtands in full 
Force againſt them, as was proved from Hip. 
pucrates and . 


It is a ange Afſertion, That the Terror 
of the Plague conſiſts in the Notion of its be. 
ing Contagious, or that it can paſs from one 
Man into another, or from a Bit of Pack. 
thread into a Man, merely by the Touch. | 
wiſh there was nothing terrible in that deſtroy- 
ing Diſcaſe, beſides this idle Notion, that the 
beſt Phyſicians unanimouſly, for near Two 
Thouland Yeats, never dreamed of; and I wiſh 
Men conld as firmly be guarded againſt the 
common Mortality of the Diſtemper, as they 
may, and have been, eaſed of that Conceit of 
irs Contagion. The great Greek and Arabian 
Phyſicians,” ſo frequently recommended to our 
Imitation, Men not only Wiſe, but who had 
great Experience of that Diſeaſe, are the very 
Authors who judiciouſly diſtinguiſhed between 
Infection, and Contagion, and affirmed, a Man 
was infected when he had a Diſcaſe; but de- 
nied, that the Plagne paſſed by the Touch, or 


It is difficult to make a Judgment of this 
Way of talking, where the Affirmation is ſuch, 


as no manner of Inference can be deduced 
from 


[ 25 ] 
uw Mom it; and, on that Account, is either like 
f. De Talk of a diſtemper'd Perſon, or whoſe 
i; eat Notions of himſelf ſuppoſe the ready 
r. ent of Men to ſuch idle Dreams, So we are 
ald, That in the Caſe of a LeeRosvy, theſe new 
5 Directors in Phyſick mould do well to conſider, 
at Moss was of a quite contrary Opinion. 
low this is mere Tattle; for, as I faid, every 
or ayſician believes that there is a Contagion in 
6. mc Diſtaſcs, while they deny that this is the 
ne {ae of the Plague. The Leproſy, by Moſes 
led contagious, is, likewiſe, ſo called by 
dſe he calls new Directors; ſo that Moſes 
nd they agree, though with the beſt Phy ſici- 
ns they differ from Dr. Mead, for whom this 
ort of a Defence is pretended to be made. 


For a Proof of this Harmony between Moſes, 
Ind the objecting Phyſicians, I appeal to a 
ook, ſeaſonably writ againſt Mead's abomi- 
ible Scheme for Barracks and Quarant ines; 
ir rherein we have this remarkable Expreſſion, 
d together deſtructive of what is advancd in 
Ye Hiſtory. * There are ſeveral Diſeaſes that 
n hy/icians obſerve to be convey d, or 10 pes, 
a Contagion; theſe are the Levrosy, Cc. 
. Wir not only ancient Hiſtory, but what — 
r Named of rother Day, are corrupted by the Hi- 
torian ; and it is ſurely a very deſperate Cauſe, 
that wants Arguments of this Kind for its Sup- 
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port. Tbe Leproſy being convey'd by Conta 
gion, is no more an Argument for the Plagy 
being convey'd after the ſame Manner, tha 
that the Gout or Stone are likewiſe contagion 
Thus, again, Mead is not defended from his bar 
barous Uſe of the foremention'd Words, and hi 
Friend falls into new Blunders of his own in 
this pretended Defence. 


The next Obſervation, of the falſe Repr. 
ſentations of Phyſicians in the late Hiſtory of 
Phyſick, is altogether the Reverſe of the for. 
mer; for in it, the having a ſecret Medicine 
was the Quarrel; but in this, the Inventing 
better Medicines than thoſe in common Use 
ſeems to be equally, if not more, criminal, 
This Argument is not ſo popular, nor has it the 
Shew of conſulting the Honour of Phyſick, not 
is it imploy'd, for not divulging and laying in 
efficacious Medicines to the common Stock of 


Phyſick ; but it plainly proves, that all this Ca- l 
lumny is only thrown upon the beſt Phyſici- : 


ans, who are like to obſtruct the growing Pride, 
and ſtop the inſatiable Profit of a private Ca 
bal. The People are often deluded into a Be. 
lief of the Danger of new Medicines, communi: 
cated to Phyſicians ; or, through the good Opi- 
nion they favourably entertain, of the Vertw 
and Honeſty of their Phyſician, believe the 
Medicines do not anſwer the End for which 
they are recommended ; but their Credulity 
muſt be wonderfully great, if they can be per- 
ſuaded either that the inventing a better Me- 

4 | tho 
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hod, and better Medicines, is a Fault, or that 
rofeſſed Oppoſers of ſuch Diſcoveries are their 
riends : And it would be next to a Miracle, 
f the Inventors of Medicines, who are ſurely 
he Envy, and would be repreſented as the 
ontempt of the Men of Defamation, could 
de given up by the People for doing them the 
rreateſt Good. Were this the Conſequence of 


Inventing, all Men muſt be convinced, that 


he ſole. Safety of the beſt Phylſiciarls conſiſts 


not only in concealing their Medicines, but 
their Capacity of inventing them; ſince they 


muſt be hurt by their Inventions, and for their 
endeayouring to ſeryc Men. 


The Handle for the preſent Calumny, is 
taken from the Book of a Gonorrhæa, nor do 
| ſee what Purpoſe it ſerves, but to take off 
from the Eſteem the World has every where 
ſewn for it. The Phyſicians have long been de- 
prived of the Practice of that Diſeaſe, though 
whatever can be found good is rheir Inventi- 
on; ſo that they were not the Rivals of the 
Book, or of any Medicine communicated in 
it: The Miſrepreſentation then is purely to 
keep out the Phyſicians from a Practice, they 
lazily ſuffer'd themſelves to be diſpoſſeſſed of. 
Is this the Honour of the Faculty, the Hiſtorian 
pretends to have ſo much at Heart? Are they 
the Medici nobiles & honorati 9 And are the 
People now ſerved by this Scandal, or the Ser- 
vitores? Did Freind affect the Knowledge of 
Avenzoar, as much as he does his Phraſes, we 

| E 2 never 
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never could have heard of any Scandal fa 
writing the beſt Book on the Subject, or for; 
Phyſician communicating a better and a newe 
Method of Cure of the Diſeaſe, or of any d 
its Symptoms. But Manus manum fricat ; u 
Day Medicus honoratus, to Morrow Servitor 
and all for the Common Cauſe. 


Th 


When the Doctrine of Diſeuſſing and Si 

atmg is undertaken to be explained, an il 
Philoſopher is not an ill Detractor; for though 
the Operation of Diſcuſſing and Suppurating 
Medicines be repreſented as contrary Works, 
and the putting Nature upon another, and itt 
deed a quite different Effort, againſt all good 
Senſe, and Experience; yet, upon this ſlendet 
Philoſophy, and very remotely from the Pur: 
pole, mention is made of an Ointment made 
with Turpentine and Qnick/ituer, brought in 
moſt unnaturally, on the Pretence of Dil 
cuſſing, in order to aſſign over the Invention 
to Falloppins, who lived near Two Hundred 
. Years ago; and thus the real Inventor is not 
only deprived of that Honour, but is miſrepre- 
ſented, as aſſuming to himſelf another Man's 
Invention. * In all the Compoſitions for Diſ- 
cuſſion, the Mixture of glutinous Things ſeems 
not to contribute to their Efficacy; on the 
contrary, they are repreſented, as eſſential and 
neceſſary for Suppuration: Then we are told, 
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That Mercurial Omiments, and Plaifters, which 


haps would fooner anſwer the End of Dis 
979 if the Mercury were only mixed with 
aliti 


- & * - . 


It is not my preſent Deſign, to enquire whe- 
ther Turpentine is admitted as a glutinous Sub- 
1 ance, every body being convinced that it is; 
i nor ſhall 1 enquire whether diſcuſſing a Shan: 
ker be the moſt proper Method of curing it; 
nor whether Falloppius ever employed ſuch a 
Compoſition upon a Deſęn of Diſcuſſing, 
though, I think, there is no Doubt, that never 
any Phyſician propoſed to diſcus. a Shapker, 
nor Falloppius any, Sore or Tumour, with the 
ur mention d Ointment; ſo that if Mead does 
de vouch for his, Friend, the Scandal is ſtill ob- 
in ſcure, and ſomething more than Calumny 
i ſhould affect them upon clearing up this Ac- 
on count, thus drawn in by Head and Shoulders. 


ot Now to give ſome Light into this Affair, in- 
c- duſtriouſly kept in the Dark ; for, it does not 
appear why Mercury and Tunpentinè come to 
be ſo very particularly commended; we muſt 
know, chat Falloppiug, and every Surgeon had 
not any, Method, for curing Shankers, but by 
Eſcharotick, or Eating, Medicines; ; till at 


Medicine was invented: So that the Method 


"| of Cute was no longer Painful, Tedious, or 
Uncertain 3 nor was it attended with: Mortifi- 
„ cations: 
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cations: But every Thing proceeds to a ſpeedy 
and ſafe Cure, and without any Pain, by the 
Uſe of the forementioned Ointment, We 
muſt know too, that this Medicine was kept 
an Arcanum for aboye ſixteen Years ; but not 
ſo much a Noſirum, that it was not imparted 
to Dr. Freind, and other Phyſicians ; and it 
might {till have been a Secret, if one, to whom 
it was communicated, had not ſet up for being 
the Inventor of it. Now to cut off all Pretences 
from this pretended Inventor, the Medicine 
was publiſhed in the firſt Edition of the Book of 
the Gonorrhæa. It is very remarkable, that 
there was no Scandal thrown upon the Secret 
Medicine, but its greateſt Efficacy was admired; 
yet no ſooner was it publiſh'd, but the In- 
vention was aſſigned to Falloppius. This Re- 
port was again quaſhed by the Defence of the 
Invention, in the ſecond Edition of that Book; 
nor was it ever mentioned, till we now have 
it in the Hiſtory of Phyſick. 


Neither the Goodneſs of the Ointment is 
called in Queſtion, nor the former Defence 
objected to; but the old Story is clandeſtinely 
kept up, and Mead has vouched to the Aſſer- 
tion of the Hiſtorian. The World ſhall judge 
of the Sufficiency of this Proof. One Party 
affirms and vouches, but the Inventor calls up- 
on them to ſhew in what Part of Falloppiuss 
Work this Ointment is recommended, for the 
Cure of Shankers ; eſpecially that the Pre- 

ſcription, formerly alledged, has been proved 
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neither to be the ſame, nor to be any way ſuf- 
ficient for that Purpoſe : It is then very mani- 
feſt, that it is the Honour and Eſteem, that na- 
turally ſhould attend the inventing new Me- 
thods and better Medicines, that provokes the 
Envy of theſe Phyſicians, far more than the 
having a Noſtrum. 


Freind has an unlucky Way of Reaſoning ; 
he never perſuades, but we are left to believe; 
and his great Truſt is in the Credulity of his 
Friends. We have an apt Example to this 
Purpoſe, in his Argument with Mr. Littre, 
about the State of an Artery, in the Caſe of 
an Aneuriſm : He differs from his Adverſary, 


and owns, that the Account he gives * ig very 


minute and exact; yet he will entertain ſome 
Scruples, and will not be ſatisfied with this 
Account, he confeſſes to be thus minute and 
exact; no Reaſon, nor Experience, can ever 
move him from what he is pleaſca to aſſert. 


The Approbation given the Book of the 
Gonorrhæa, not only by the neat Edition of it 
at Leyden, under the Direction of the learned 
Profeſſor Boerhaave, who calls it Perfectum 


Opus; but the ſeveral Editions, made from the 


former, at Naples, have very much whetted 
the Envy of the Hiſtory. Indeed the Book 
has been every where well received, nor has the 
Malice of the Cabal been able to ſuppreſs it 
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hete. How many of the Credalous do be. 
lieve that there is nover à Prefcription in it; 
and but One Noſtrum, I will not determine: 
But ſuch has been the Report from the Inven- 
tors of Scamdal, o they might every Day be 
diſproved: by opening the Book. I have no 
Deſign to record the many Encoffiiams on the 
Performance; but I muſt leave one from an 
FKalian Book, fot the Etitettainfnent of Dr. 
Mead, who will be charmed with it, beeauſe 
of the Language only. In a Book; about 2 
Carnoſily, publiſhed laſt Year at Forence, we 
have this Account, * Abbiamo di quanto ho 
detto dal doitifſims Guglielmo Cockburh, nel 
ſao Trattuto della Gonorrea ſtampato net 1716. 
um Amore vale atteſtuo, e queſts ſono ls file 
parole alla, pag. 38. Amnimalis profetho obo. 
nomia nos aamonet, us ſiqus Glandua aut 
Diit7us oucretorius, &c. Which Paſſage is 
excellently explained by Ben&voHi, and is made 
the Foundation of his Inquiry about the men- 
tioned Diſeaſe. 


The Tun taker in the Phyſick Hiſtory, in 
writing of the Authors of the Lues Venerea, 
is very diverting ; for, according to Cuſtom, 
there is a greut Affectation and Shew of Learn- 
ing without any Reading, and with leſs Judg- 
ment: The mad Conceit of Infallibility, and 
of- | every Body's believing: him an 'Oracle, 
drives him into great Abſurdities. Alrander 


* Antonius Benevoli, Nor. 1724. 7 aha 
omtanus, 
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omitanmus, and Alexander Trajanus Petronius 
acknowledged, in the Book of the Gonor- 
ra, to have been the firſt Phyſicians who 
ſtinguiſhed the Gonorrhæa, from the Symp. 
pms of the Lues Yenerea, and to have con- 
ved moſt of the Practices, that have ever 
n followed ſince their Time; tho” before 
hem, for forty Years, this Diſeaſe had been 
rally miſtaken, for a Symptom of the Lues 
nly which Error, without doubt, occaſion- 
| all the dire Conſequences that attended ſo. 
nhappy a Practice. Now I leave it to the 
redulous, whether in a Hiſtory of the Au- 
hor's, who writ in the beginning of the Lues 
enerea, the mentioned Phyſicians did not de- 
ſerve a Place? Or whether they duly forfeit 
this Right, by being commended in the Book 
of a Gonorrhæa? 1 hope our Hiſtorian, and 
bis Vouchers, will not be long Evidences, ei- 
ther againſt the Works, or the Reputation of 
their Adverſary. Che 


The profound Regard, very lately profeſs d, 
for Moſes, is at preſent worn off, and on the 
lame Account. In the Book, mention is made 


of the Running Iſſue of the Fleſh, from Leui- 


tieus z becauſe it is the firft Account we have 
of a Simple Gonorrhea, which is oppoſed to 
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e Viruſent, that was then the Subject of In- 

| I quiry. *+No Body ever dreamt of Moſes being 

I Phyſician; but he is a Law-giver, and in 
that Capacity, declares the Time a Perſon 
vith this Hue is to be ſequeſtred, and in what 
e ee ee 


Manner 
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Manner he is to be purify d; far leſs is there 
any Contagion ſuppoſed in the Text, for the 
cleanſing from this natural Impurity. Were 
there any Contagion in this Iſſue, both Gon. 
rheas muſt be confounded in One, contrary to 
all Experience, and Scripture- hiſtory, So little 
does Freind know of theſe Matters, after the 
Hiſtory. he pretends to give of the firſt Wri. 
ters, that he ſeems to entertain two abſurd 
Conceits ; one as if there were a Gonorrhes, 
in Duration, equal to the menſtrual Flux of 
Women: The other, that a virulent Conor. 
rhæa may be without impure Coztion. . This 
being neither ſupported from Leviticus, not 
by any Phyſick-hiſtory, or Experience, is a 
Perſect Eſſay of his pretended Infallibility, and 
as ſuch I recommend it to thoſe, who believe 
him againſt Senſe and Reaſon. 


The laſt Piece of Calumny, that I ſhall ex. — 
mine, 1s, againſt the Solution of a Problem; 
whereby the Doſes of purging and vomiting 
Medicines are determined, in all Ages of a 
Man, for every Conſtitution, and every Change 
of Conſtitution, that can happen to Mankind: 
Indeed, this Attempt is ſo monſtrous and gigan- 
tick, and his Batteries againſt the Solution ate 
ſo ſcandalouſly mean, and abſurd, that it ought 
to be the laſt Thing that any Man, in his Senſes, 
ſhould ever diſpute with an Author, altoge- 
ther abounding with Scandal, and Defamation. 
Such unfair Dealing is a Demonſtration, that 
the Hiſtorign has no Concern for the Reputa- 

tion, 


F 

jon, nor for the Lives of Men. Here, the 
onour of Phyſick does not call on him, up- 
n the leaſt Pretence, againſt a Noſtrum, and 
Puacks ; but it is advancing its Honour to 
he greateſt Height, that is the preſent Provo- 
ation. 


Nothing ought to gain the Favour of Men 
ore than this Diſcovery, which render d the 
\dminiſtration of purging and vomiting Medi- 
ines abſolutely ſafe, and guarded the Reputa- 
jon of Phyſicians; who, while they had not 
any Rule or Method for doſing them, often 
ordered them, to the manifeſt Danger, and 
Ruin of the Perſon that took them, and they as 
manifeſtly and certainly affected ow udgment of 
the Preſcriber. Who can better affirm, in their 
extenſive Practice, the Surprizes made on 
Nature (as their Phraſe is of the Sweating-ſick- 
neſs) by Purging and Vomiting, and the Num- 
bersof Lives loſt by them in a very few Hours. 


We muſt own, that the taking off the Dan- 
ger in adminiſtring Medicines, of ſo common 
Uſe, and conſequently ſo very neceſlary, gave 
Satisfaction to every good Man; and the real 
diſcuſſing of the Difficulty, as well as the 
cettain Method, propoſed for doing it, had the 
Approbation of Perſons of known Integrity, 
and of the beſt judgment. The Royal Aca- 
demy in Paris deſired, in a*Body, that 
this uſeful Problem might be communica- 
ted, before the Time appointed; and Sir 

F 2 Iſaac 
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IJaac Newton, allowed the Problem to M pe 
truly ſolved. I was preſent, afterwards, 
reading the Tables of Doſes, when, contrar 
to the Wiſhes and ExpeRation of ſome, P 
feſſor Halley, who read them, freely declare 
that he had hitherto look'd upon Phyſick as 
moſt precarious and conjectural Science; by 


that here (in the Tables) was Demonſtration, 


Here indeed is the Quarrel ; for ſhould th 
Fame of ſuch Diſcoveries be ſpread about it 
London, the Profit they purpoſe to make in 
the Practice of Phyſick muſt ſuffer, in thi 
Opinion of theſe Phyſicians. All othe 
Phyſicians, whether they conſider Men or no 
would be ſo jult to themſelves, as to chuſe to 
adminiſter a Vomit ſafely, rather than bold) 
to blame the Weakneſs of the Blood-Vellcls 
of the Brain, for not reſiſting the violent Ope 
ration ; or when that Part is opened, and plead [ 

| 
| 
| 


Innocence, the Fault is turned upon the Neg 
ligence of an Apothecary: An impudent Ex 
cuſe, but what nothing can receive beſides the 
orcateſt Folly ; nor any thing vindicate, but In- 
humanity itſelf. Can two Perſons in the ſame 
Houſe die, of a Purging Doſe, the one of Six 
Years of Age, and the other of One? And 
can the Perſon who adminiſtred it ſatisfy him: 
ſelf, and far leſs hope to ſatisfy others, by 
charging the fatal Conſequence upon theit 
taking the Doſes not Ulotted chem! For what- 
ever might happen to the youngelt by the 0 


2 
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Doſe, yet the Child of ſix could not be over- 
purged with the due Doſe of the younger. 


If theſe Surprizes are often made upon Na- 
ture, by her Servants of the Faculty, can there 
any juſt Reproach lic againſt them, that pro- 
vide for her Safety? However; as Knowledge, 
and Well. doing is the preſent Objection, I 
ſhall produce the Weapons drawn againſt the 
Performance, and they are nothing more than 
an Expreſſion of Avenzoar, perverted by the 
Hiſtorian ; but which could not be of any 
Weight, if they were truly reported. But to 
prevent a needleſs Repetition, I ſhall, at pre- 
ſent, only obſerve the Impertinency of the 
Quotation, as it ſtands in the Phyſick-Hiſtory; 
being hereafter to tranſcribe it at length, when 
the Forgery of the Paſſage is conſidered. It is 
pretended to be very vain and uſcleſs to * 


Patient, and the Nature of the Humour 
to be diſcharged ; for ſuch Speculations contri. 
bute very little to form a Judgment about any 
right Method of Cure. Now what can be 
mote impertinent, than to imagine that the 
proper Occaſion of a Purge ſhould flow, mere- 
ly from knowing its common Dole, or by find- 
ing ifs proportional Quantity or Quality? On 
the other Hand, could this pretended Judgment 
be formed, without having a Mcthod of Doſes ; 
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we might know that the Sick want to be 
purged, though ſuch a Doſe might be given, 
that may prove more fatal than the Diſeaſe: But 
it is very certain, that he muſt beſt know, when 
a purging Medicine is moſt wanted, who can 
Doſe it beſt ; ſo that this Argument of our Hi- 
ſtorian is vaſtly ridiculous, and is nothing the 
Meaning of his Author. 


We find him here at Childrens Play, and 
to divert his Reader from ſeeing for whom he 
means the Blow that is given, tells us, That 
Awvenzoar had Alkindus in his Eye: But, 
as Alkindus's Deſign is not the Propoſition 
Avenzoar is ſaid to deſpiſe; we may be very i? 
ſure who was in Freinds Eye, and whom he hi 
intended to calumniate, with repreſenting the 2 
Problem, and its Solution, fanciful. 1 


As there is great Streſs laid on the Succeſs 
of this Calumny, ſo we find it mightily la- 
boured and prepared for his Admirers receiving 
it. I ſhall only remark curſorily upon theſe 
Paſſages, and I ſhall hereafter tranſcribe the 
Whole Chapter of Avenzoar, that we may 
be apprized of the Hiſtorian's Faithfulneſs in re- 
preſenting this Piece of Hiſtory ; for thereby 
we ſhall know both Avenzoar, and his 
Hiſtorian, | | 


«» » tons a Gd 


We are aſſured that Averrhoes thought Aven- 
Soar a Glorious, and an Admirable Perſon, 
and that he was the Treaſure of all Know- 
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þdpe, as well as the Supreme in Phyſick from 
alens Time down to his own. Freind thinks 
heſe Characters ſo much his due, that we can 
do no leſs than to take his Word for what he 
has now declared, or, at leaſt, is ſuppoſed to 


i have declared; yet, if we may believe Freind 
„ little further, the Teſtimony of Averrboes is 
not of any Value; * For he was no great 


Practitioner, and, conſequently, was not a 
competent Judge : Thus much for the glorious 
Titles that were to prepare us for receiving 
Oracles 3 but from whom ? not from Aven- 
zoar, for we ſhall quickly find, that he was 
an Empirick; or, in the ſoft Language of the 
Hiſtory, that he was a Quack. Now this laſt 
Appellation is too hard, and unworthy of an 
honeſt Empirick; though his low Opinion 
againſt rational Phyſick is too well known to 
have any Effect to its Prejudice, unleſs it was 
back d with a better Reaſon : So much for the 
perverting the Judgment of Readers, by ſhining 
Characters. - | 
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The next Endeavour to beg a favourable 
Hearing, is by alledging the Piety of the Muſ- 
ſulman, when he is repreſented to make Ex- 
perience, that which wi acquit and condemn 
bim, and every Phyſician, both in this Life and 
the next. I hope our Hiſtorian will give us 
the Meaning of theſe fine Words: 1 know 
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that Avenzoar does not ſpeak ſo; though | 
find his Hiſtorian does ſo labour the having Bu- 
ſineſs, as if his Salvation depended on that alone; 
for this is the Meaning of Experience in the 
next Fiction for the Arabian; that the Art of 

Curing is to be obtained only by long Uſe : Who. 
ever remembers what I formerly ſaid, of the 
Empirick Sect, will eaſily perceive what Aven- 
Soar urges and preſſes when. he talks of Expe- 
rience, and would depreſs the Uſe of Reaſon, 
and Philoſophy, in Phyſick: This will imme. 
diarety be made appear, while the conſcientious 
Sincerity, an Article which equals all Religi- 
ons, and ſets Chriſt and Mabumet upon the 
ſame Foot, (according to ſome eminent Di 
vines) muſt vaniſh into downright Hypocriſy. 
Freind has, in this Forgery, laid in a Claim 
for himſelf, by adding Judgment to Experi. 
ence; but this Addition is very ridiculous, for 
what has Judgment to do with Experience, the 
former being eſteemed uſeleſs by the Sect of 
Empiricks : This Canting, then, about Acquit- 
ting and Condemning, is vaſtly wide of the 

Let us hear Avenzoar in his own plain and 
ſimple Account, diweſted of all the Trappings 
of Artifice; and there we thall find, that all 
his Pretences ate againſt Reaſoning in- Phyſick 
in general, and that all this Artifice, and Pre- 
paration of our Hiſtorian, is only to impoſe 
upon his Reader. 


Avenzoar, 


L 41 J 


Avenzoar, in the Chapter quoted i in the 
Hiſtory, treats of an Impoſthume in the Neck, 
(by Freind, of a Tumour) and tells us, after 
the Manner of the Emprricks, That © it is a 
« Diſtemper of the Skin, which may be occa- 
« fion'd 15 various Humours, but that we 
« ought to be very cautious, becauſe the Diſ- 
« eale is very brief and acute, yet we muſt 
Bleed immediately, though we ſhould have 
* ſome Doubts of the Sick Perſon's bearing it. 
f the Patient is of a weakly Conſtitution, 
great Care muſt be taken of the Quantity of 
Blood that is to be let; though a greater 
Quantity may be let, if he is ſtrong : Then 
ʒou muſt purge off the predominant Hu- 
© mour with the Medicine adapted to it. Af- 
* terwards, anoint the Part with warm Oil 
* of Roſes, or with Oil of Rofes mixd with 
Oil of Lithes, with Jeſſamin Oyl, or with 
* Oil of A/thacoen, which ever of them is 
« readieſt at Hand; for we need not be ſolli- 
* citons about the Difference that may be 
among them. Be aſſured, that the Medi- 
anal Arti is never er praftſedperfefth by any one, 
© but after long Uſe, (no mention here made 
of Judg Os. and a long Experience: By no 
+ © means % the Help of Philo th ophy, Logical 
a Reaſoning; or Sophiſms : Inſomuch, that 
K ſhould any one Reaſon ſubtly 25 laxative 
* Medicmes, in order to find the Proportional 
* Quantity the wm and the Quantity 
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« of the Humour or Humours may require, and 
tc that they may not exceed or be wanting to the 

« preateſt ExatFneſs, the Mind of that Phyſician 
« may be ſo confounded, by ſuch an Enquiry, 
« that it will occaſion great Delay, and the 
« Opportunity of Curing the Sick may be bi 
e thereby. 


This is a faithful Tranſlation of the whole 
Chapter of Avenzoar, and by it we may be 
ſufficiently convinced, that the great Deſign of 
that Author, in the Paſſage before us, is only 
to give us his Opinion about Reaſoning in 
Phyſick, which he, like others of the Empi- 
rick Sect, aſſures us is not of any uſe, but 
may likewiſe be hurtful, by loſing Time, and 
the precious Opportunity of ſaving Life. 


We muſt believe, that this is not only the 
Senſe and Meaning of Avenzoar, but that 
Dr. Fremd thinks it ſo likewiſe, otherwiſe he 
had not taken ſo great Care to miſrepreſent it. 
This ſeems to have been the beſt, if not the 
only Handle, in all his Reading, from which 
he could, with any Appearance, draw forth 
Scandal, againſt the Solution, a Performance 
he ſo much hates: But, that this Artifice may 
appear, I ſhall add this Tranſlation alſo. For 
Example (Avenzoar's Words are in the Latin 
Tranſlation from the Arabick, Ex EO Quo) 
If any one take it into his Head to refine, and 
nicely diſtinguiſh about laxative Medicines, and 

Nos. pretend 
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pretend to find out the proportional Quantity 
n Quality of any Purge, ſo as to ſquare it ex- 
ac to the Conſtitution of the Perſon, and the 
ature of the Humours to be diſcharg'd, and 
alculate it ſo as not to be even a Hair under 
r over ; ſuch Speculations, in his Opinion, con- 
ribute very little to form a Fudgment about 
my right Method of Cure. 


e Now, without any ſcrupulous Obſeryations 
of Won this Corruption, it is manifeſt what Aver- 
Yar would perſuade his Reader, that, viz. 
n 


the Medicinal Art, or Phyſick, is beſt praQtis'd 
upon Experience, by no means with any Help 
taken from Logzck, or Philoſophy. What is, 
afterwards, added, is to ſhew the Vanity, Folly, 
and the dangerous Neglect, which, in the Opi- 
nion of this Empirick, neceſſarily attend all 
ſuch Speculationss When we conſider this, 
we find, the leading [For Example] of Freind, 
the ſquaring a Purge exatily to the Conſtitu- 
ton of the Patient, draw Avenzoar's Words to 
ſquint more on his hated Solution; but then 
his Meaning is loſt, his Words arc perverted, 
and the whole Scheme is a groſs Impoſition : 
Indeed, the Sentence concludes ſtronger than 
we find in the Arabian; for. he fancies, that 
thoſe Philoſophers to be ſo buſy, at a Sick- 
bed, upon the nice Speculations he condemns, 
that they thereby let flip the Opportunity of 
curing their Sick, which is a ſtrange Suppoſi- 
tion: However, Freing, skilful in all ſuch Im- 
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provements, tells us, That ſuch Speculation 
contribute very little to form a Judgment abou 
any right Method of Cure. 


1 think Avenzoar has now done his own 
Buſineſs, and our Hiſtorian's too. The former 
is plainly an Empirick profeſſedly, as every 
Phyſician took him to be; a Sect I cannot 
commend, nor will I condemn: The laſt i; 
his profeſsd Corrupter, on a baſe View, to 
find Slander on an excellent Work : But, if 
the ſhining and glorious Titles of Auen oa 
had made Proſelytes of Mead, and Freind 
(and I dare believe they ate his principal Con- 
verts) and if from this Time they commence 


Empiricks; how then has Phyſick been at «ff 
ſtand for theſe two or three Thouſand Tears! 


and if Philoſophy is altogether uſeleſs, and that 
Experience can only be depended on, what is 
become of the Authority of Hippocrates, who 
complains of the Fallaciouſneſs of Experience! 
Or * how do Mathematictans talk ſo intelligi 
bly, and comprehenſibly, even about abjiruſe 
Matters, (of no Account with the glorious 
Avenzoar) when all Philoſophy confounds Phy- 
ſicians with its Speculations. Can ever Ma. 
thematical Learning be the diſtinguiſhing Mark 
of a Phyſician from a Quack? or can he that 
is without this neceſſary Qualification be as 
ridiculaus as one without Greek or Latin, when 


— 


» 


* Mead 's Preface to his Book of Poiſons, 


we 
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e may be aſſured, that Phyſicians only per- 
ealy practis d after long Uſe, and a long Ex- 
perience, without any Aſſiſtance from Philo- 


ſophy, or any Logical Reaſoning. Thus we 


find all the former high Pretences to Geometry, 
Numbers, and Mathematical Lea , were 
Lures only, mere Shew, for bringing in the 
credulous People; not that they ſerve to any 
good Purpoſe themſelves; but that they begot 
Admiration, and the Name of great Philoſo- 
phers to theſe Pretenders to Knowledge. At 
preſent, perhaps, the Demonſtration of the 
Problem about purging Medicines has moved 
their Gall, to ſome great Exceſs, and makes 
them herd among the Empiricks, they very 


much contemned. * The very Perſon too 


who vowed Obedience to Sir 1/aac Newton, 
and profeſſed himſelf a Diſciple, is ſhamefully 
turned aſide; and, in all Appearance, for his 
having ſupported the Reality, and Goodneſs of 
the Demonſtration. 


It muſt be confeſſed, that the Hiſtory denies 
Avenzoar to have been an Empirick, tho' it 
be granted, that he is reckon'd fo by the Ge- 
nerality of Writers. 


Surely never did any Man pretend ſo much 
to Infallibility as Freind, with his Mouth full 
of Contradictions: But we know how far we 
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are to believe him, eſpecially when he affirms, 
not only againſt the Generality, but againſt 
every Author, The Reaſon for this Oppoſi. 
tion, to the Senſe and Opinion of all Phy. 
ſicians, is bold, and up to his common Cu- 
ſtom ; even, that it is natural to ſuſpect, that 
theſe Writers had never read further than his 
Preface, which indeed does contain a Collection 
of Receipts uſed by Himſelf, and Others. 
This his credulous Admirers muſt admit to be 
a moſt natural, and a moſt modeſt Suſpicion ; 
that no Man, not ſo much as the Authors who 
tranſlated him from the Arabian into Latin, 
and after wards publiſhed the Works, ever read 
more of them than the Pretace. Riſum tene. 
atis Amici! None of Avenzoar's Admirers 
ever read him ! No Body beſides Dr. Freind 
himſelf ! Lis true the Preface conſiſts of Rules 
for preſerving Health, and has more Receipts, 
than we find in any other Part of the Book ; 
but we need not go further than the Chapter 


we lately have in Enghſþ, to ſee that he was 


an Empirick ; if we had not the Current Te— 
ſtimony of all other Writers to that Effect. 
Freind has contracted a Friendſhip with Stran- 
gers, but to ſerve an extraordinary Deſign, and 
yet he does not like their Company, was it 
not for the Service he wants at this Time. 


The next Reaſon for Avenzoar's not being 
an Empirick, is becauſe he was bred in aPhy- 
ſical Family. His Father, and Grandfather, 
were Phyſicians; ſo were they Empiricks. 

; ; : But 


e % 
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Bat a Man's being born of a Phyſician, no 
gore makes him One, than his being born of 
a Tub-preacher. We find how dangerous it is 
o keep ill Company ; for the Hiſtorian has 
Joſt his Reaſon, after keeping Company with 


T hemiſonian. Avenzoar, after all this Shew 
of Argument, carry'd about him the Characte- 
riſtick of an Emprrick ; for He depended whol- 
ly upon Experience, excluſive of all manner 
of Reaſoning, in his Practice; and Celſus, 
having mentioned the Rational Phyſicians, 
who had improved the Practice of Phyſick, 
adds, That after them, was SERAPION, who 
was the firſt that affirmed, that Philoſophy 
and Reaſoning did not belong to Phyſick, and 
laced it altogether in Practice and Expe- 
ence » — and from this their Profeſſion 
they were called Empiricks. 
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Now, however the Truth of Avenzoar's 
s being an Emprrick, may concern the Hiſtory, 
> Wor its Author; it by no Means affects the 
, Cauſe for which He was brought to vouch. 
„Though I challenge Freind to make more 
d Jof him, than every Phyſician has already done; 
t vho had nothing but the Truth in their View. 

| ſhould in the next Place, make ſome Apo. 

logy, for my being thus prolix in anſwering a 
> E Heap of Calumny, that has not the leaſt Ap- 
- Epcarance of Argument to ſupport it; but as 
„he Slander is offer d to, he thinks, a Credulous 
World, and that under a Mask of Learning; 
t 8 = 


mpiricks ; tho' he never was more than a 
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the Honour and Reputation of ever Phyſician, Nr 
mote particularly of ſome few, were necei. 
ſarily to be defended againſt a Flood of Defamy. 
tion, and Impudence, advanced in Oppoſition 
to all Truth and Learning. Had Avenzonrlh, 
ever dreamt of the Problem of purging Me. 
dicines, and had he thought a Problem of this M7; 
kind could not be ſolved ; this had been no 
great Wonder, nor the Solution not the more 
impoſlible, Doctor Pitcairne, a Phyſician 
equal to both Avengoar and Freina, thought 
ſo too; but he never pretended to form any 
Objections againſt the Solution, as he was well 
diſpoſed to do, and better able than the Hiſto- 
rian 3 who, we may reaſonably ſuſpect, knows 
nothing of it at this Time. The Trick playd Wn; 
by Alchindus is nothing ſo ingenious as the Nen 
Hiſtory of King Gelo ; the former is a mete Iz 
Stalking-horſe for the Diſcharge of Calumny, Nu 
to carry it to more unerring Execution; or to H 
ſecure his Retreat, if the poiſon'd Dart does pc 
not take Place. ur 


The Deſign of Alchindus is ftill unknown I 
to the Hiſtorian, as are the real Defects of his Mg 
Scheme, about reducing the dangerous Ex- No 
tremes of the Qualitics of Medicines to a fafc Wl x 
Medium, and Equality, by the manner of com- I 
pounding them. The Attempt was ſurely Wl 


laudable, but it never could be put in Practice; Wl ; 
becauſe his Phyſick-Principles were an Hypo- 
theſis, and conjectural; yet Alchindus, and old 
* 
or 
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or what they did; as Meſue might have taught 
ur Author; who tells us that * He, Meſue, 
ended briefly to ſbeto in this Place, to what 
Meaſure and Proportion every Medicine is to 


r mix'd with any - other ; V. that there 
may reſult a wholſome Remedy 


3 taking our 
ww from their Property alone, not from 


their Quantity and Quality ; for the Books of 


id HALY, and of ALCHINDUs teach that abun- 
lantly. | A b: 


It is then very manifeſt, that the Pretence 


of Avenzoar reflecting on Alchindus, is a mere 
Abuſe. We will therefore proceed, and prove. 


that the Solution of the Problem, about the 
Doſes of Vomiting and purging Medicines, 
ges us true and uſeful Knowledge; and leads 
us into Practices plainly ſecuring the Lives of 
Men; to the great Honour of Phyſick and 
Phyſicians. For as the Solution conſiſts of the 
beſt Reaſoning ; ſo it ſets every Phyſician, who 
underſtands it, in the Rational dect; far above 
the Hopes of the Empiricks, It inſtructs us, 
bout the real "Difficulty of obſerving the 
ſtrange Effects and Operations of a Vomit, and 
of a Purge; and teaches us why their Effects 
ac never the Subject of Experrence alone. 
Conſequently, we diſcover why Experience is 
fallacious, and why the making a Judgment 
about it, is difficult; ſo the Solution is a Re- 
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medy to the juſt Complaint of Hippocrates, 
in his firſt Aphoriſin. Now as theſe Dilcove. 
ries can never be made by infinite Experiment, 
ſo they never could be had among Empiricbt; 
as Ayenzoar was lately complimented for his 
Experience and Judgment, two admirable Qua. 
lities ; but what do neither belong to his Se, 
nor to his Hiſtortan. In effect, we are taught, 
by the Solution, the proper Office both of Ex. 
perience and Reaſon in Phyſick ; which laſt is 
of ſo great Uſe, in the Opinion of this abuſed 
Author, that * /e thinks human Reaſon is not 
of greater Uſe in any Fart of human. Lift 
than it is in the Pratiice f Phyſik. 


The Solution and Tables do not only er 
plain the Difficulties propoſed in the Problem; 
but lay open the real Want Phyſick labours 
under in reſpect of every Medicing. Has Ex. 
petience, after many Ages of Experiments of 
Purging and; Vomiting, taught us ſo little, that ſl © 
they are often adminiſtred to the Hazard of Life, ** 
and Reputation? What muft Men think of J 
our, Knowledge of other Medicines, which 
have nothing ſo ſenſible and obvious Effects, 
and are not ſo frequently given? Feſuits- 0 
Powder the beſt, Specifick, in Freinds Opinion, | © 
docs as much Hurt by miſapplying it, as the © 
Good: had by its being properly adminiſtred. I \ 
It. muſt be confeſſed, that of the little we know, : 
| | 
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zur Ignorance about Medicines, is by far the 
greateſt. 


The Sum of what Phyſicians knew bf Vo- 
niting and Purging Medicines, before the Pro- 
blem was ſolved, was, that there were Medi- 
@ Neines of ſuch an Operation; ſome ſtronger, 
he, Nome weaker, ſome more violent in their Ope- 
. Intion, others more mild and gentle. Expe- 
nence had taught Men, that a full grown Man 
took ſuch a Doſe, as killed a Child; that 
two Men of full Age took very different Do- 
ſes to have a like Effect; and that the ſathe 
Man at different Times, tho' he did not labour 
under a viſible Diſtemper, was unequally purg- 
e I ed by a Doſe, that formetly wrought kind- 
m; and well with him. But the common Do- 
ars es for Children of different Ages, are altoge- 
7x. ter unknown in Books of Phy ſick; and this 
of Vas the only Length Experience had brought 
nat us, about Medicines of the moſt obvious Ope- 
le, tations, in the Space of above Two thouſand 
of! Leats. 


„ Phyſicians talked, in general, that tliis Dif- 
6. ference of Dolcs was chicfly owing to the 
1n, different Ages of Men, to their various Con- 
he! ftitutions and the infinite Changes in them; 
ed. which Account fo fivell'd and aggravated theſe 
W, great Difficulties, that they deſpaird of ever 

ſurmounting them. Accordingly, we found 
= © Bodies of learned Phyſicians'worthily confeſſing 
theſe Wants, when the Problem was at firſt 
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offer d to be ſolved ; who, without doubt, te. 
ccived great Pleaſure by ſo plain and fatisfaCtory 
a Solution. Here we are taught, what we may 
properly call the Temperament, or Conſtitution, 
of a Man, and how to find it: As alſo (which 
is but the ſame Thing) we may dilcover the 
different natural Conſtitutions, and their ve 
rious Changes : All which is the Off-ſpring of 
_ Reaſoning rightly. 


What is more ſurprizing; we find better Wno 
Experience, and Obſervation, in forming the Di 
Tables, than we can meet with in any Book of eq 
Phyſick. The Errors in the Doſes of Vomi:. Di 
ing and Purging Medicines, upon pure Experi- 
ence, are very groſs, and very many; ſo that 
we may rather wonder, that ſo few have found D 
their Death in a Doſe, than that many have Wis 
periſhed that Way. Aythors had not any No- Ne 
tion of the mean Dole of a Purge, taken by Not 
one Man with another; they reckon'd quite Wti 
otherwiſe, from, viz. its low Doſe to its high; {0 
and, by comparing any two Purges, the high MP 
and low Doſes of them were in no manner {6 
proportionable ; Inſomuch, that Phyſicians, in Id 
all Countries, computed the Doſes of Purging- Ne. 
Medicines after the ſame Manner; which, to 
common Reaſon, is very abſurd ; whereas, we © 
now know, that the common Doſes of purg- 1 
ing and vomiting Medicines in England, Ger- i 
many, France, and Italy, are as different as Wt 
the Bulls, and Conſtitutions, of the Men in Ma 
theſe different Countries, in their beſt Health; Wi 
be þclides 
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zelides all the Variety that ariſes on the Ac- 
ount of their Sicknels. 


Thus the ſtrongeſt Obj ection of Emprricks, 
againſt the Rational Phyſicians, is obviated, 
and directly anſwered. Medicmes, ſay they, 
muſt differ, according to the Nature of the 
Country, wherem they are to be adminiſtred; 
and one Sort is wanted in Roux, another in 
Fever, and another in FRANCE. Bur it is 
now maniteſt, from the Solution, how this 
Difference is perceived, and how we may 
equally preſcribe to it, as if there were no 
Difference in the mention'd Countries. 


at In Effect; the Perfection of the Doctrine of 
nd Doſes of purging and vomiting Medicines, 
ve is ſo very conſpicuous, that none of the Difh- 
o- culties about the fatal and exceſſive Operations 
by Jof theſe Medicines, but may be read upon 
ite Ihe Tables, however unavoidable they have 
h; {ſometimes been thought to be. Should any 
gh {Phyſician be unacquainted with either the Ta- 
\cr  bles, or Solution, he will ſtill be ſubje to theſe 
in N deadly Miſtakes, whatſoever may be his boaſt- 
1g- Ned Pretences ro Judgment and Experience; for 
to I they direct his Courſe ſafely in the Practice 
of Purging, ſo they as ſurely detect his Er- 
tors in the ill Practice of them. We may 
find, why a Child of Six Years Old is vomited 
to Death by Fifteen Gtains of Ipecacuanba, 
and Six Drachms of Oxymel of Sguils; for, by 
the TABLES, rhe Child takes double the com- 
1 . mon 
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mon Doſe of its Age: But, if the Child is of x 
that natural Conſtitution, that is the moſt ea. Nu 
fily vomited, in that Caſe, the Doſe is fout 
times what it ought to be: But if an Additi. 
onal Diſpoſition to vomit ariſes from any 

ſent Sickneſs, the vomiting Draught will ope- ſi 
rate in a vaſt greater Proportion. Thus is the 
great Uſe of the Solution made appear, and I 
hope that, hereafter, it will not prove a Han- 
dle to Freind's greateſt Admirers to reflect up. 
on, and calumniate the Phyfician, who has 
made the Diſcovery : He, by all this falfifying 
of Hiſtory, plainly adds to the Solution, by his i 
Envy, what Plny tells us Lewuxes writ under 
his famous Piece of Penelope and the Wreſt- Ml 
ler, Inviſurum aliquem facilius, quam Imita- Win 
turum. | Ce 


I now perſuade my ſelf, that every Reader I di 
is ſenſible of the great Abuſes offered to the thi 
World in the HiFory of Phyſict; and, if he br 
conſiders the laſt Article, about Avenzoar, the NM 
great Diſpleaſure will be found more againſt the Yin 
Author of the Solution of the Problem, than ar 
againſt the Solution itſelf; and that, if the WW ni 
Hiſtorian had a real Concern for Truth and Im 
Phyſick, in this Reflection, he would have 

treated it after another Manner, and we 

ſhould have had from him more Argument, Nu 
Reaſoning, and Clearneſs, and leſs Boaſting, In 
Declamation, and Railing. The corrupting I x 
Hiſtory, for miſrepreſenting an Adverſary, may Hb 


hurt his Fame with a-few, hut the Infamy can WW 
0 never 
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r be wip'd off from the Perfon, who is 
— of ſo great a Crime, to ſerve ſo vile an 


End; as that of Defamation. 


& Niven full Satisfaction about the right Inventor 
he of che Oint ment, fo well eſteemed by Freind, 


and that it does not owe its Compoſition to 
alloppius. : The former indeed freely aſſigns 
his Invention, but Falloppius cannot receive 
s Compliment: Thus much, however, we 
may learn, that formerly there was no Fault 
in inventing Medicines; and that it is only 
unpardonable to invent any in the preſent Age. 
hope the People are not poſſeſſed with any 
Jauch Opinion; for, in that Cafe, the wiſeſt 

Courſe Phyſicians could take, for ſecuring 

themſelves, ſhould be, either not to invent Me- 


cr Ndicines, or to conccal their having invented 


them. The firſt indeed might. deſetrvedly 
bring Phyſick under the juſt Contempt of 


in preſerving themſelves from the Calumny 
and Envy of a Party, and the ſuppoſed Weak- 
neſs of the Populace, ſhould be highly com- 
mendable. if 


The manifeſt-Proofs of the fore going Ua. 
truths in the. Hiſtory, ſufficiently anſwer- the 
many Allegations that are found in it.; beſides, 
% they are not ſupported with any Proof, the 
bare Denial of them is enough from any Per- 
on, intended to be affected by them, One 


[ 


I do. not entertain any Doubt of my having 


Mankind, but the Bare Kea of Phyſicians, 
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Thing ſtill remains, to be made more plain, 
which the Hiſtorian, with ſome Induſtry, ha 
perplex d; more eſpecially, that the Reputati. 
on of the College of Phyſicians, in London, 
ſeems to be very particularly affected, and 
leſſened by the Calumny. The popular Turn 
given about Emprricks, and Secret Medicines, I B 
was not deſign'd for any other Purpoſe, but 
to create a Jealouſy of every Phyſician; ' more ae 
eſpecially of ſuch as are known to have a 
Secret Medicine; it is therefore very proper, 
that ſuch plain, true, and honeſt Notions may 
be given. of this Matter, as may enable. the: 
People to judge for themſelves, and, in a great 
meaſure, to ſecure themſelves. againſt ſome Why 
Abuſes they are unayoidably ſubject to: For, 
as on the one Hand, a Quack, or any other 
deſigning Perſon, may delude.a Man with a 
Secret Medicine, extoll'd for the Cure of ſome 
Diſeaſe; ſo, on the other Side, the Danger is 
not Jeſs from high Promiles, and pretended hh 
Learning; but is rather greater, by drawing iſ 
the credulous Populace, by the Lump, into I 
the Snare, who are thereby ſubjected to every. 
Abuſc ; while, ia the former Caſe, it reaches 
to ſome Particular only. A Shew of Know: 
ledge, Vertue, Humility, Religion, and of the th 
Judgment in another Life, , artfully manag'd, pt 
are far more like to delude good, well · mean- Im 


ing Men, than the moſt poſitive Aſſurances I. 


of Health from a Quack, or Mountebank eſpe. No 

cially : for every body is naturally diffident of In 

the moſt pleaſing Promiſes of ſuch ignorant I 
| ; lmpoſtors; 


* 

npoſtors ; whereas few arc able to defend 
zemſelves againſt fo high Pretences to Know- 
U age, varnithed over with the pleaſing Colours 
ni Religzon and Virtus; for who would not 
nd Fillingly believe a Perſon they thus eſteem? 


Bur all this Anxiety, raiſcd induſtriouſly a- 
png the People about a Noſtrum, is imper- 
inentz and can only tend to their Diſquiet 
nd Uncaſineſs, or merely to deſtroy the 
haracter of a Phyſician, on Occaſions, with 
is Patient: Few Medicines are known to 
he People; the reſt are Secrets, Medicines 
A When are commonly taken, upon the good 
ne pinion the People have of the Perſon who 
Tr, preſcribes them; and not from their own 
er Nnowledge of them; which Opinion ought, 
Un Reaſon, to be grounded on a Fame, and 
ad. Name, obtained by an honourable and 
Jucceſsful Practice. Nothing is more precious 
than Life, which Pcople ſhould guard with 
15 Fe greateſt Caution; and as nothing is more 
to Fdivine than to give, or reſtore Life, ſo 
no Character, beſides this, ſhould recom- 
es mend a Phyſician ; without conſidering by 
hat Medicine that is compaſſed. And 
e Fitherefore all the high and Canting Ex- 
d, Ipreſſions, againſt a Secret Medicine, are ſo 
„many Snares only, laid to catch Credulous 
5 FPcople. Beſides, as the Knowledge either 
Operation of Medicines, or of the 
rue Circumſtances of the Diſeaſe, when any 
Medicine excells another, is ſtill a Secret kept 
88 5 | from 
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from Phyſicians ; ſo the moſt ignorant on 
pretend to this complete, and more perfed 
Knowledge of Medicines ; inſomuch, that the 
learned Phyſicians, who think fit to have 
ſecret Medicine, will at any Time oblige them. 


can be put to them about their Secret, with. 
out informing the boaſting Pretenders about it: 
So little do they know in Reality about Me. 
dicines. This Bugbear, then, of Secrets, 
ſeems rather to ſrighten People from Phyſicians 
that have a Noſtrum, into the diſcretionary 
Management of a Nothing. Man. 


As the learned Phyſician, who has a Secret, 
chiefly reſerves it for his doing greater Good; ſo 
he certainly lays himſelf under greater Care 1 
thereby, than when he preſcribes to a Shop: 
For he makes himſelf accountable, both fot Cu 
the Efficacy, and the true Preparation of his ae} 
Medicine ; the Blame juſtly falling upon him- 
felf only, when it either fails of Succeſs, ot 
is hurtſul in its Operation. Whereas we fre- Re 
quently find the Norhing-Men mightily helped e 
in the Shop, where an inconſiſtent Medicine 50 
is duely preparcd ; and when the greateſt Shate I 
of its Hurt is thrown upon the Apothecary. f 
On this Account, it is no wonder that Phy- 
ſick, and Phyſicians, are too juſtly the Con- Nu 
tempt of their Servants ; nor will it ever be 0 
otherwiſe, by any Power that can be veſted in 
the Faculty, till Preſcriptions are the Off ſpring 
of Judgment, and formed according to * 0 

ods Novi 
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bet een a true Phyſician (whatever Degree he 
nay hold among the Rational and Empirick 
Seas) and a Quack, who has neither the Ex- 
perience of Dileaſes, nor of Medicines, and 
ho far lels can reaſon about them; I may 
onclude, that a Secret Medicine is not really 
ny Handle for, or an Occaſion of, abuling 
the People; as allo, that the People are as little 
obnoxious to Impoſition from the Faculty, as 


if we conſider that Kings, and Parliaments, 
have particularly guarded the Lives of the Peo- 
ple againſt any Abuſes, that may ariſe from 
m e lenorance; or from the Impoſture of Phy- 
@ F'cians, to the utmoſt of their Wiſdom, and 
rel ower 3 inſomuch, that ignorant Phyſicians 
annot caſily creep into the College, it its 
Guardians are not very wanting, or the Truſt 
nie cpOlited with them is not betrayed, 


orfl No Man then ought to ſuſpe& ſo great a 


e. Remiſsneſs in the whole Body, as that any, 


7402 much unqualified,” can poſſibly mix in that 
nel ociety. It is true, this Fence of a College 
ares thrown down in the Hiſtory of Phyſick; for 
„I any Credit were to be given to what we 
y-. ommonly read there, no Place is more cor- 
n-: Jupt than this Scat of Payſick. Pręſidents and 
be carned Members, like other learned Phyſicians, 
in {ave ſecret, Medicines, and are Quacłs, in the 
ng hudgment of the Hiſtorian, Can, the great 

* * Ignorance and Quackery, be- 


JW I 2 come 


Now as the People may rightly diſtinguiſh. 


from any other Set of Men; but, eſpecially, 
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come a Neſt of Quacks, and Abridgers of 
the Materia Medica? Where ſhall the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of the Nation, in its deepeſt Conlul. 
tations for the Honour of Phyſick, and the Se. 
curity of the Lives of the People, find any 
Means more proper for that End than a Col. 
lege, eſpecially, as it was firſt <ſtabliſh'd? No ſet 
Method can be better adapted to the Purpoſe, iſ 
and every Man muſt acknowledge, that it has 
fully anſwered the End, til within half a Cen. m 
tury, that Meaſures have been taken to ruin c 
the Deſign, by advancing the great Grievance, Nes 
which called for a College, for its Redreſs. In] ta 
this laſt Period, Phyſicians, indeed, have had g 
fewer Secrets; but then they have wonderfully I o 
abridged the Stock of Diſeaſes, and the Mate. d 
ria Medica, proportionably, at the ſame Time: n 
It is then very remarkable, that the Co/fege of I h 
Phyſiciance, and Secret 8 ave the ſame IM te 
common Enemies. Ft 

t 


I avoid ſearching deeper into this Affait; | 
there is enough ſaid to apprize every Body of 
the Deſign of this Slandet᷑ about Noſtrums, ot 
Secret Medicines; I ſhall further only obſerve, ! 
that the great Author of this Calumny has 2 
far better Opinion of the Perſon he would 
thus expoſe, than either he would impreſs up- | 
on his Readers, or that Perſon may deſerve; | 
for, in the Hiſtory, an Author is commended, ſ | 
becauſe, in the Cure of Fluxes, he inveigbs 
againſt a Practice the Hiſtorian peremptorily fol I 
een but . it ſcems, he now intends to 
: relinquiſh, 


[61] 


relinquiſh. The ſame Author, on the other 
Hand, ſtands corrected for an Error very com- 
mon among all other Phyſicians; into which 
alſo the Friends had formerly fallen : Yet both 
the Praiſes, and Correction, are drawn from 
a Work of the Phyſician they 11 5 to miſrepre- 
ſent in the World. 


4 third Author is, likewiſe, honourably 
mention'd for his great Art in ſeparating the 
conſtant and permanent Symptoms of a Diſ- 
eaſe, from ſuch as are only caſual and acciden- 
tal; but, as this Skill is, at preſent, very ſin- 
gular and ufeful, we might have wifſh'd that 


| one Example of this Knowledge had bcen pro- 


duced in the Hiſtory. It is certain, that Fremd 
neither knows the Method, nor thePhyſician he 
hints, or why ſhould he wonder that the Symp- 
toms of Diſeaſes arc in great Numbers ; ſince the 
true and falſe Sy mptoms are both recited t 
ther in Books of Phyſick ? So farought a learned 
Phyſician be from being ſurprized at this Med- 
ley of Symptoms, that he ſhould know it to 
be unavoidable among Empiricks ; as alſo, that 
that this is the proper Buſineſs of the Natio- 
nals, to part thefe falſe Phenomena from the 
real which they accompany : Bnr, by the Sur- 
prize of rhe Hiſtorian, it is very manifeſt, that 
he is ſtill a very great Stranger to the Art of 
ſeparating Symptoms, and that either his Ara- 
bian Author knew as little of this Matter as 


himfelf, or that he was ſo dull as not 
derſtand his Diſcovery, 


Doctor 
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Doctor Sydenham thought this Knowledge, 
of parting the conſtant Symptoms of Diſeaſes 
from their. caſual and accidental, ſo neceſſaty, 
and uſeful, that Phyſick could never be 
practis d with any meaſure of Certainty and 
Satisfaction, till Phyſicians had attain'd ſome 
Degree of that Art; yet he declared, that Phy. 
ſick ſtill labour'd under that Want. 


Freind, in all his Shew of Knowledge, has, 
very juſtly, as high an Eſteem for this Art of 
ſeparating the true Symptoms of Diſeaſes from 
the falſe, that do immediately proceed from 
it, yet, in the Capacity of a Judge, he aſſumes 
to himſelf, he makes over the Diſcovery to an 
Arabian, and that ſo poorly, that he himſelf 
does not know what his Author has diſcoverd: 
It was ſufficient for him to have impoſed up- 
on the World, and to have perſuaded them 
that he and his Author had the Secret. But 
from this Account, nothing is more obvious, 
than the different Repreſentation given of an 
Adverſary by Friend, when he adopts his Opi- 
nions, and when Envy prompts him to blacken 
and miſrepreſent the Phyſician. In the Hiſto- 
ry, the Empirick, with a Noſtrum, overturns 
the favourite Practice of Opiates and Aſtrin- 
gents, yet, he is repreſented to be Maſter only 
of one Receipt. This Empirick, who has not 
the Uſe of his Reaſon, is pilfer d, in diſtin- 
guiſhing the true Symptoms of Diſeaſes from 
the 
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me falſe, though that be the true Buſineſs of 


Reaſon. | | 


This Miſrepreſentation is clandeſtine, and in- 
duſtriouſly conceal 'd from the Obſervations of 
Readers; but the Hiſtorian ſhould not think 
that Phyſicians have loſt their Memory, no 
more than their Knowledge, as often as his Oc- 
caſions require it. If all Books are bad, Doctor 
Treinds, in his own Opinion, are not; yet, in 
one of them, the Phyſician he now repreſents 
s an Empirick, is, very deſervedly of him, 
acknowledg'd to be among the firſt Rank of 
the Rationals. Strange Inſolence! ſtrange Con- 
tempt of the People ! ſtrange Opinion of their 
Credulity! that by his Fiat, any Man is chan- 
ged from being Rational, to become Irratio- 
nal. Freind, in his Book of the Menſtrual 
Hux, commends his preſent Adverſary for a 
Diſcovery in one Article of that Enquiry; and, 
beſides, aſſures his Readers, that he was moſt 
knowing in the Animal Oeconomy, which is 
the Rationale of Anatomy, ſo much wanted 


in the Hiſtory, and is truly the Baſis of the 


rational Phyſick. But as no Man can believe any 
Author ſo vain, and ſo inſolent, as to pretend 
to make and unmake Phyſicians; theſe are his 
Words: * It will be very proper to inveſti- 
gate, in this Place, the Og16GINe of the FUL- 
NESS, and to fhew the Cauſes, why the Men- 


— 


* Emmenalog. P. 51. 
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Seven Tears, nor does not laſt after the Seventh 
Seven; Cujus rei rationem primus tradidit Vn 
n OECONOMIA ANIMALI ſcientiſimus, Cock. 
BURNUs. Now, as this looks more like Frenzy 
than Malice, I hope the moſt credulous of his 
Admirers will not liſt with a Perfon under 1 
of theſe Denominations. 


The Diſcoveries at * calunaniated, 
with an Appearance of Learning and Virtue, 
were the Envy of ſome Phyſicians, long be⸗ 
fore Dr. Fremd kept ill Company; but then 
the Calumny was left to Offers, in the Lan- 
guage of a Chief; who, in length of Time, 
were diſcovered, and their Slander loft its 
Efficacy and Power ; white, by a long and 
conſtant Courſe of doing well, the injured 
Perſon wore out the Dirt that had been thrown 
upon him. It muſt be acknowledged, that 
the Diligence of the Officers equals the Ma. 
lice of their Maſters ; for they never failed, not 
only to aſperſe their Enemy, but ſome of them 


tender d his Preſcriptions ineffectual, violent, and 


dangerous, as often as it was in their Power. 
The prefent Attack, under a Mask of Vir- 
tue, Knowledge, and the Love of Mankind, 
is much fairer; did we not know that the 
Deſperateneſs of theit Cauſe, dtives theſe great 
Maſters of Scandal, te the Neceflity of pub- 
liſhing their own Calumnies to the World. 
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This was anciently the Caſe of Galen; for 
10 he was perpetually perſecuted with the Ca- 
'n umnies of a deſperate Cabal of Phyſicians in 
*. ¶ Rome, but whom we now find recorded in 


27 Hiſtory, with the black. Character given them 


his by the Good and Great Emperor Marcus Au- 
ay relius Antoninus, that They were Covetous, 

Ambitious, Envious, Slanderers, &c. The 

Character of Apocauchus, in the Hiſtory of 
aa, Phyſick, and the applauding his Murther, 
a, will no leſs merit a Place with Poſterity, 
But if behaving with intolerable Inſolence, na- 
cn tural to all Cowards, juſtly calls for their gen- 
n. tle and deſerved Cortection of Murther ; we 
e, might know who ſtands fair for the Prefer- 
ment: though both Apocauchus, and the Hiſto- 
ad tian deſerve a better End. 
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